
Halfway through a school 

year already!  Semester 2 

begins, and with it, students 

get a fresh start in many of 

their courses.  As teachers, we 

find semester 2 classes seem 

to have more of a time crunch 

built into them than in semes-

ter 1.   Some students will 

miss regular classes when 

they travel with the band to 

Moose Jaw or Whistler; grade 

9’s will miss days for Grade 9 

Camp,  and some of the 

scheduled breaks in February  

and April seem to create a 

disruption to the classes that 

require an extra class or two 

to catch up from.  We will 

also continue with a couple of 

guest speakers during the 

semester.  Teachers are very 

much aware of these events 

and plan accordingly; but it is 

important to be aware as a 

parent.  While students are 

away on school trips, the re-

maining students are expected 

to attend classes and teachers 

will continue with their cours-

es.  In most cases, the class 

may slow down, but new ma-

terial is still covered.  Each 

student missing should be 

aware that they will have indi-

vidual work they must com-

plete on their own; missing a 

class for a good cause does 

not mean they are exempt 

from learning a concept!  As a 

parent, if you can help rein-

force that your son or daugh-

ter take on the responsibility 

of getting their missed work 

completed, that would be very 

helpful.   

Two guest speakers will be 

joining us in February.  

Gwynne Dyer is a military 

expert and is often called upon 

by CBC to clarify what is go-

ing on in world events.  

Gwynne will be speaking to 

our grade 10, 11, and 12 stu-

dents regarding ISIS; his ad-

dress is titled “Don’t Pan-

ic…..ISIS & World Conflict”.  

I heard Gwynne speak shortly 

after 9-11 and thought he did a 

tremendous of explaining the 

attack and the motives behind 

it.  The second speaker is on 

the opposite side of the spec-

trum.  Stu Hughes is a stand-up 

comedian and operates Funny 

Fest  in Calgary.  Stu will be 

presenting  “Laugh and Learn”, 

which will include a short 

stand-up comedy routine for all 

of our students followed by a 

workshop.  The students in the 

workshop will learn 30 proven 

techniques to become a better 

communicator, how to create 

laughter as a catalyst for physi-

cal and mental well-being, and 

how to create laughter where 

no laughter existed before.  We 

will be allowing students to 

apply for this seminar early in 

the semester.   

The last thing to mention is 

that parents of students in 

grade 10 will receive a survey 

from Alberta Learning very 

soon.  This is the only sur-

vey I will ask you to com-

plete on behalf of DHS as 

we do get the results sum-

marized and returned to us 

in May.  Although we see 

many parents around the 

school  for such things as 

band concerts and band soci-

ety, athletics, school council, 

grade 9 camp and orienta-

tion, awards night, grad 

meetings, school council, 

etc., this is a formal oppor-

tunity to offer your perspec-

tive of DHS.  Last year we 

only had 9 parents complete 

the survey; I would really 

appreciate if we could get a 

better representation this 

year!  

Garth Dagg 

Principal 
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Accountability Pillar Survey Information 

Superintendent’s Message 
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As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar provides an opportunity for Alberta 

Education and school authorities to ensure that we are equipping students for success. 

 

The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators consisting of surveys of students, parents and teachers on 

various aspects of quality; student outcomes such as dropout and high school completion rates; and provincial 

assessments of student learning. 

 

From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be conducting the annual Accountability Pillar Sur-

vey.  In January, parents of students in grades 4, 7 and 10 will receive a survey from Alberta Education.  In Feb-

ruary, students in grades 10 and all teachers will be completing their surveys online at school.   

 

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with the school.  In addition to English and 

French, the parent survey is available in Chinese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog 

and Urdu. 

 

Your participation in the survey helps provide important information on the quality of education your 

child is receiving, so we encourage you to return your survey promptly.  

 

Survey results will be available to school authorities in May 2016, and will be reported publicly as part of their 3

-Year Education Plans and Annual Education Results Reports. 

Building strong values into our work with students  

 

In Chinook’s Edge, we built our mission statement on core values 

that inform our work, guide our relationships, and impact the po-

tential of each student as an individual. Our team of teachers and 

school staff are keen to engage our students in the learning pro-

cess, because we believe our students are capable of rising to new 

challenges and accomplishing great things. And they continually 

prove us right! 

 

Our Mission and Vision statements are present in every classroom 

in Chinook’s Edge, as a reminder to our students of the steadfast 

values that guide our efforts. We recognize the uniqueness of 

every child in our care and, through our focus on relationships and 

on the values that shape character, we encourage each one to 

achieve success. 

 

Kurt Sacher 

Superintendent of Schools  

 

 

 

Mission: 

Chinook’s Edge School Division will 

engage every student in meaningful 

learning by challenging, encouraging 

and believing in them. 

 

Vision: 

Chinook’s Edge School Division will be  

universally recognized as a collaborative learning 

community where learning is personalized for all 

students to achieve success as compassionate and  

innovative global citizens. 



Phys Ed  News 
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The minutes for the January 6th Graduation Planning meeting are available on  
the DHS website, didsburyhigh.ca, for anyone who missed it.  

 

The ‘Gowns for Grads Gala’ takes place at the Fine Arts 
Centre in Olds on Friday, February 26, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

The next day, February 27, is a ‘try-on and  
alteration day’ at the same venue from 10:00-4:00.  

 

The Grad 2016 Dueling Pianos Fundraising 
event takes place on February 27 at 6:30 pm in 

the Didsbury Sports Complex Multi-Purpose 
Room 

 

The next Planning meeting is on February 11th at 7:00 pm in the library. 
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GRAD 2016 

Phys Ed News 

  DHS PE 10 Ski Trip to Nakiska 

    Wednesday, March 2, 2016 
**7:00 AM Departure from DHS** 

Deadline to Register February 19, 2016 

 

    DHS PE 9 Ski Trip to Nakiska 

    Wednesday, March 15, 2016 
**7:00 AM Departure from DHS** 

Deadline to Register February 19, 2016 

 
Please see Mr. Bates to register as soon as you can 
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SADD News 

The “Designated Dragons” are the SADD group at DHS and 

they will be doing a fundraiser starting in February 2016. 

They will be selling Coco Brooks products which are known 

for their amazing frozen pizzas, including gluten free op-

tions.  The products for sale also include frozen meats, 

fruits, appetizers and desserts. 

The selling will start at the beginning of February for 3 

weeks with the delivery of product  the second week in 

March.  Please make cheques payable to Didsbury High 

School. 

Please support this group as we try to fundraise to attend 

the CYAID National Conference in April 2016. 

If you are interested in ordering please contact Andrea 

Caines at DHS 403 335-3356 EXT 5963. 

Yearbook 

 
2015/2016 DHS Yearbook 

Make sure that you purchase your  
personalized 2016 Yearbook.  All orders 
can be placed through the online school 

fees payment program.   

If you are interested in helping with the  
yearbook (photography, editing, creating  

content, writing, graphics, etc.) we will be  
meeting every Thursday after school from  

3:15 to 4 pm.    
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Looking Ahead 

PE 10 Nakiska Ski Trip March 2  

Collaborative Day—No Classes March 11 

PE 9 Nakiska Ski Trip March 15 

Olds Kiwanis Music Festival March 14, 15 & 16 

Interim Report Cards March 18 

Parent Teacher Interviews—No Appointment March 23 

Easter Break March 25 to 28 

March Dates to Remember 

Library Reminder 

Reminder to students that all library books are to be returned before 
the start of the second semester. 

Semester 2 Textbooks cannot be signed out until Semester 1 Textbooks 
and Library books have been returned. 

Take a Stand Against Bullying join us on  
February 24/2016 in support of anti bullying by 

wearing pink to raise awareness   

Pink Shirt Day 

The Chinooks Edge First Nations Metis and Inuit Steering Committee, lead by Jane Atkins, 

will be planning and hosting an FNMI conference in Olds in October 2016.  Any students, 

teachers or parents who would like to be involved should contact Anita Carroll or Natasha 

Bell at Didsbury High School.  

FNMI Conference 2016 News 







 
March 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
2 PE 10 Nakiska 
Ski Trip 7 AM 

3 4  5 

6 7 8 
9 Band Meeting 
    7:00 pm 

10 
11 Non-

Instructional Day 

No Classes 
12 

13 
14 Olds Kiwanis  
Music Fesitval 

15 Olds Kiwanis 
Music Fesitval 
PE 9 Nakiska  

Ski Trip 

16 Olds Kiwanis 
Music Festival 

17 St Patricks 
Day 

18 Interim 
Report Cards 

19 

20 21 22 
23  Parent/Teacher  

Interviews  
No Appointments 

24  
 

25 Good Friday 
No Classes 

26 

27 
28 Easter  
Monday  

No Classes 
29 30 31   

 February 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
1 First Day 
  Semester 2 

2 3  4  
5 Collaborative 
Day—No Classes 

6 

7 8 9 
10 Fernie Ski 
Trip PE 20/30 

Band Meeting 7 pm 

11 Fernie Ski  
Trip PE 20/30 

12 Fernie Ski  
Trip PE 20/30 

13 

 

14 
 
Valentines Day 

15 Family Day 

No Classes 

16 Winter Break 

No Classes 

17 Winter Break 

No Classes 

18 Winter Break 

No Classes 

19 Winter Break 

No Classes 
20 

21 22 23 

 
24 “Wear Pink  Day” 

 
School Council Mtg 7pm 

25  26 27 

28 29      


